function, with special emphasis on those methods that can be applied or have been modified to be applicable during anaesthesia".
Part one is titled "Physiological Principles in Health and Chronic Disease" and presents a comprehensive but not exhaustive review of basic physiology in the normal lung as well as highlighting the differences that occur in chronic obstructive and restrictive lung disease. Part two is titled "Anaesthesia and Acute Respiratory Failure". It summarizes well the changes to respiratory mechanics, ventilation, blood flow and gas exchange that occur with the introduction of anaesthesia and controlled ventilation. It also presents a review of the changes that occur in acute respiratory failure with particular emphasis to ARDS and the similarities between these two disease states and the normal lung during anaesthesia. The third part of the book is titled the "Practice of Respiratory Measurement" and deals with the practicalities of measuring volumes and ventilation, respiratory mechanics and gas exchange.
In summary this is a concise and well presented book. It is occasionally too brief, but as it never pretends to replace Nunn's "Applied Respiratory Physiology" or any similar text, this is not a major problem. The book will be a very useful addition to the library of any examination candidate and for the interested reader it certainly achieves its aim of "stimulating the thinking of respiratory physiology in the anaesthetized patient".
M. TUCK
Ballarat, Victoria

Handbook of Cardiac Anesthesia and Perioperative
Care. J. D. Wasnick; Butterworth-Heinemann Aust., PO. Box 251, Port Melbourne, Vic. 3207; $100; 140 x 215 mm; pp. 388. The author aims to provide a "praxis", i.e. "learning through active engagement" approach to cardiac anaesthesia. The first half of the book follows an anaesthetist through the care of the adult patient for first time coronary artery grafts, from preoperative preparation through to postoperative care. There are photographic series to introduce the reader to the stages of coronary artery bypass surgery, internal jugular cannulation and the cardiopulmonary bypass pump. The second half presents brief chapters on more complex cases such as re-do surgery, valvular disease, aortic dissection. There are also chapters on cardiopulmonary bypass and transoesophageal echocardiography.
Thus text is based on the author's practice in a . This book is edited by those involved in the design and clinical study of the LMA, namely Drs Archie Brain and Joseph Brimacombe, along with Dr David Ferson from Houston. Alison Berry and several other authors contribute to make this an international publication. Chapters include: history, insertion techniques, paediatric use, resuscitation use, the reinforced LMA, problems and their prevention and controversies. It also includes the landmark article by Benumof about the LMA and the ASA difficult airway algorithm, reprinted from Anesthesiofogy, along with the subsequent correspondence to the editor. Each chapter can be read as a comprehensive, standalone article, though there is a little repetition between chapters.
I approached this book as someone who regularly uses the LMA, has limited experience in its use for the difficult airway and ENT surgery, but has not been able to keep up with all the publications about the LMA. Although I suspect it is aimed primarily at a North American audience, I found it a very good overview that was easy to pick up and read during quiet moments. It contains a good level of detail on basics, such as the rationale for proper insertion and removal through to the controversies relating to reflux and aspiration, ventilation through the LMA, its use in ENT and laparoscopic surgery, and new innovations such as the intubating LMA. The chapter on the development of the LMA by Brain was particularly interesting. Information is clearly presented, easy to read and well referenced. I found it more approachable and compact than the more comprehensive Brimacombe and Brain's The Lalyngeul Musk Ainuuy-A review and practical guide (1997) from which much material is again included. Overall, this is a book worth considering for individual libraries. It is set out in an uncluttered, easy-to-read manner with large sections, devoted to particular body areas, marked by differently positioned colour markings on the visible sections of each page. It is a small point, but I feel it might be slightly easier to follow if the colour, as well as the position was changed for each section.
C.SIMS
Within each section are self-contained instructions on how to do particular blocks. Literally everything one needs to know about the physical performance of each block is covered, including suggestions about needle gauge and length, and solution volume and concentration. Anatomy is condensed down to a "clinically Relevant Anatomy" paragraph or two in each instruction set. Side-effects and complications are also presented for each block in a short sharp and shiny fashion. The "Clinical Pearls" discussion for each technique-easily found, again with clever colour coding-are repeated somewhat as one reads through the book, with some being the same for several sentences. But this is part of the design which means a user need go only to one place for each procedure.
Accompanying the text are detailed illustrations of anatomy, needle positioning and nerve distribution.
Once again the relevance, attention to detail and use of colour impress.
Many similar books include sections about related but peripheral topics, such as pharmacology, physiology and history. Anyone wanting such information needs to look elsewhere. However this book does not really suffer from their omission and can be considered a leader in its field.
Highly recommended. Dr Collier should be congratulated on producing a very interesting book that reviews the radiological findings when contrast medium is injected into the epidural space. The book stems from his longterm interest in investigating the causes of failed epidural block. I personally gained a much better understanding of the factors which influence the spread of local anaesthetics within the epidural space after having read his book. The book is appropriately called an atlas of epidurograms, being hard-backed and containing about a hundred well-illustrated pages describing normal and abnormal epidurograms.
G.NEWCOMBE
The book is well written and the illustrations are well explained. My only criticism is that the text often refers to pictures that are printed elsewhere in the book. The author uses a systematic approach to first explain how epidurograms are performed, then describes the appearance of the normal epidurogram before describing the epidurogram appearance of a number of causes of incomplete epidural block. The author does this by presenting a number of case reports that covers topics such as incorrect catheter placement, septal barriers, spinal deformities and catheter design. The overall message from the book is that epidurography is a very useful and under-used technique.
I am unaware of any similar book being published containing such a comprehensive series of pictures of epidurograms. In my opinion the book will be of general interest to all those learning and practising anaesthesia, particularly those with an interest in obstetric anaesthesia. It should also prove to be a very
